Water Valley Independent School District
Biology Course Syllabus

Teacher:  Jenny Sims
Conference Period:  Sixth Period, 1:19 pm – 2:05 pm
Email:  Jennifer.Sims@wvisd.net 
Phone:  325-484-2478 x 202
Course Description:  Students will conduct laboratory and field investigations, use scientific inquiry during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving.  Biology covers a variety of topics such as:  structures and functions of cells and viruses; growth and development of organisms; cell, tissues, and organs; nucleic acids and genetics; biological evolution; taxonomy; metabolism and energy transfers in living organisms; living systems; homeostasis; and ecosystems and the environment. 
Grading Procedure:  60% for tests and projects; 40% for class work, homework, quizzes, and labs.  
First Semester Material:  ecosystems, biochemistry, cell structure, cellular processes for homeostasis, cellular processes for energy, cellular growth and differentiation, role of nucleic acids and protein synthesis
Second Semester Material:  role of nucleic acids and protein synthesis, genetics and heredity, biological evolution, classification/taxonomy, animal systems, plant systems
Homework Policy/Missing Work: Homework will be assigned periodically and some will have an extended due date.  The student is expected to get the work completed and turned in on time. Points will be deducted for late work.  After three days, the student will receive a zero for the missing assignment. 
Tutorials:  Tutorial times can be set up at the student’s request before or after school with prior notice and clear communication between the teacher, student, and parent.  With proper communication, the student can also utilize the tutorial period during the day. 

Policy for Make-Up Assignments:  It is the student’s responsibility to get and complete his/her make-up work.  If you know you are going to be absent or leave school early, you should check with the teacher in advance to see if there are any assignments/quizzes to be taken and make arrangements for make-up.  This applies to school sponsored activities, doctor’s appointments, out of town trips, etc. The due date will be decided by your teacher. 
Google Classroom:  Every student is required to join our Google classroom.  Please use the class 
code to join: p73lldp     Please have this done by Wednesday, August 16, 2023.  We will only use this during times of excessive absences or if we do not finish something in class and you will need access to the information from class to finish.  (I.e. task cards, station cards, reviews…).
Materials Required:  3-ring binder or folder with pockets and brads, notebook paper, composition book, pens and pencils, map colors, scissors, glue or glue stick, box of Kleenex. *Optional: Clorox /Lysol Disinfecting Wipes and snack-size Ziploc bags. 
Expectations for the Classroom:  Be on time and come prepared with supplies, assignments, and all necessary materials.  Be respectful to your classmates, the classroom, and me.  Work hard and always do your very best. Put your phones away and be focused on being successful!   Show up every day with a positive attitude and ready to work! 
